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“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”

SPORTS ◆ Baseball opens home season Saturday: page 12
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Blair move-in delayed
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Only departments moving
this week affected
BY KAYLA CROW
ADMINISTRATION EDITOR

Eastern departments planning to move back
into Blair Hall on Tuesday and Wednesday
after almost two years of being in temporary
locations will have to wait an additional two
days.
The original dates for the first departments
to move back on campus were delayed until to
Thursday and Friday.
The change, which was announced yesterday, resulted from a delay in delivery of supplies, said Vicki Woodard, director of media
relations at Eastern.
“There was a delay in supplies for construction,” she said. “I think it was the fire doors.”
The change affects the General Counsel
Office, which is currently located in the
Worthington Inn; the Bachelor of Arts in
General Studies Degree Program and the
School of Continuing Education Dean’s
Office, which are both located in the
Consolidated Communications building.
These departments will now move into the second floor of Blair Hall on Thursday.
Also moving from the Consolidated

On-campus
voting precincts

Pemberton Hall

E RIC H ILTNER /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Tom Sedlacek, a senior finance major, prepares a cup of coffee at the Java Beanery & Bakery in
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union on Thursday morning.

CAMPUS EDITOR

Students who juggle schoolwork with an
activity or a job especially need extra energy,
which caffeine provides.
Kristy Gilliland, a junior marketing major, has
worked at Java Beanery and Bakery in the
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union for the
past two and a half years. Gilliland said caffeine
and coffee, in particular, has become part of
American culture.
“It’s everywhere,” she said. “Starbucks, Gloria
Jeans, fast food restaurants, anywhere you go you
can find a cup of coffee.”
According to the American Dietetic
Association’s Web site, soft drinks have overtaken tea as the second source of caffeine intake for
men aged 18 to 54 and women aged 18 to 34
years. Additionally, nearly 90 percent of adults
and male teens and 76 percent of children consume caffeine.
The busiest times of day for coffee consumption at Java B & B are around 8 in the morning
and in between classes.
“It’s a good pick-you-up,” Gilliland said.
Caffeine is a naturally occurring, flavorless

chemical that acts as a stimulant to the central
nervous system and as a diuretic.
The top three beverages, which are dietary
sources of caffeine among consumers, are: coffee,
tea and soft drinks.
The ADA classifies moderate caffeine consumption as 200 to 300 milligrams per day,
which is about 2 cups of coffee. Excessive use can
bring on vomiting, anxiety, depression, increased
heart rate, heartburn, dehydration and tremors.
When the on-campus coffee shop stays open
later during finals week, sales go up 15 to 20 percent.
“I think people are addicted to the extra energy you get from caffeine,” Gilliland said. “And
we do frequently see some of the same customers, both staff and students.”
The most popular drinks, she said, are those
that contain a lot of coffee rather than milk.
Patricia Wise, a sophomore communication
studies major, said she often has issues staying
awake during the day, so she consumes a lot of
caffeine.
“I could drink about six to 10 cups of coffee

SEE

CAFFEINE

PAGE 9A

Precinct

Lincoln, Douglas Stevenson

15

Precinct

Jones for joe hits
Eastern students
BY JESSICA CANTARELLI

Communications building are the Center for
Continuing Professional Development and the
Office of Off-Campus and Contract Credit
Programs. They will relocate to the second
floor on Friday.
Brenda Tennill, program coordinator for the
Office of Continuing Education, said the delay
in returning to their former building will not
affect her department’s operations.
“We’re just changing the days of the move,”
she said. “We will be operational until the day
of the move and then again (after) the move.”
The move-in dates for the other departments were not affected by the delay.
Departments moving onto the first floor will
move in on April 10 and 11; the departments
on the third floor will move in on April 12; and
the Gateway Program will move onto the second floor of Blair Hall from 9th Street Hall on
May 8.
A dedication ceremony for Blair Hall is
planned for April 24. Final details for the
event, which will include tours of the building,
will be finalized at a later date. The ceremony
will be held four days short of the two-year
anniversary that damaged the building, which
was built in 1913.
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Problems at the polls
Computer glitch
caused confusion at
campus polls in
Tuesday’s election.
BY KRISTEN LARSEN
CITY EDITOR

The snowstorm was not the only problem at
Tuesday’s voting polls during the primary elections.
At the campus voting polls, Chris
Sodergren-Baar, who is running for Precinct

16 Democratic committeeman and lives in
Taylor Hall, and Tracey Harkins, who is running for Precinct 17 Democratic committeeman and lives in Andrews Hall, were not able
to vote for themselves because their voting
cards said they lived in a different precinct.
A glitch at the post office resulted in votingsite lists with the wrong addresses for residence
halls, leading election officials to believe that
some Eastern students should have voted in a
different precinct than the one they had originally registered in.
SEE

POLLS

PAGE 9A

GET YOUR BLOG FIX @ DENNEWS.COM

EVAN HILL

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2006

“A thousand monkeys will
produce a security risk.”

“I'm pro-business, pro-keepingcheap-labor here. ”

Government manpower is finally showing
some weakness.

There are an estimated 12 million illegal immigrants in America. Here's what both sides – and not
necessarily partisan – are saying about the issue.

TIM MARTIN

SENIOR
JOURNALISM MAJOR

SENIOR
JOURNALISM MAJOR

SPRING SMILES
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WTF?

Clerk faces jail
for soda urination
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DELTONA, Fla. – A convenience
store clerk pleaded no contest
Thursday to felony charges of tampering after he urinated in a bottle of
soda that was later drunk by a customer who became violently sick.
Anthony Mesa, 21, was taken into
custody after the short hearing before
Circuit Judge James R. Clayton. He
will be sentenced at a later date, The
Orlando Sentinel reported.
Mesa's attorney said he is hopeful
his client will receive less than a year
in the county jail.
Mesa was working at a Deltona
convenience store when the incident
occurred last fall.
The victim, a foreman with a
Daytona Beach construction

company, became suspicious of the
drink after he chugged it and vomited three or four times.

Police chase ends at the
Burger King drive-thru
ABILENE, Texas – A police chase
of a suspected carjacker ended
abruptly when the suspect took a
wrong turn: into a Burger King
drive-thru.
Abilene Officer Ralph Garcia said
he spotted a vehicle that was reported
carjacked in Dallas on Wednesday
and started following it. The car sped
away, fleeing from Garcia and other
authorities onto Interstate 10 before
exiting and getting stuck in the drivethru.
No one was injured during the
chase.

J AY G RABIEC /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Danielle Hartung, a sophomore elementary education major, and Nathalie Balda, a sophomore art major, take a
drawing class outside on Thursday. Students all over campus enjoyed temperatures in the 70s.

More international students
apply for graduat e schools

COLLEGE & UNIVERSITY NEWS

BY MONIQUE GARCIA

DAILY EGYPTIAN (SOUTHERN ILLINOIS U.)

EARLY HEADLINES
Listen to “Wake Up Live” with Rob and Jenn
Monday through Friday for morning headlines on 88.9 or at weiuhitmix.net

CORRECTIONS
In the Greek Week Guide in Thursday’s issue of the Daily Eastern News, the names of
the Pi Kappa Alpha and Delta Sigma Phi Greek organizations were misspelled. The
DEN regrets the error.

CARBONDALE – The number of international students applying for graduate studies in the United States
has increased this year, and Southern Illinois University
officials say they expect more students on campus this fall
as a result.
A recent study by the Council of Graduate Schools
found the number of graduate applications from international students has increased at its member schools by 11
percent from 2005 to 2006. The increase is the first in two
years, when international student enrollment sharply
declined following the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.
The council is a Washington D.C. based group dedicated to advancing graduate education issues. SIUC is a
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member school.
David Wilson, associate dean and director of the
Graduate School, said graduate applications from international students is up 37 percent compared to this time last
year, with more than 1,500 applications filed online so far.
Though the number of applicants is fluid, Wilson said
he is confident the spike in applications will translate into
an increase in international graduate students at SIUC this
fall.
Wilson said the increase in applications could be credited to many things, including increased recruitment, good
word of mouth, and the federal government's focus on
reducing visa processing delays and denials.
After the terrorist attacks, visa regulations were tightened and all students applying for a visa are now required
to be interviewed in person, causing major back logs. Also,
United States colleges are facing increased competition
from schools in New Zealand, Australia and England.
To combat this, universities across the nation worked
together to lobby the government, and SIUC stepped up
international recruiting. In the past year, a representative
from the Graduate School has visited South Korea,
Taiwan, Singapore and various Middle Eastern countries
to beef up enrollment.
Also, individual departments are reaching out to
prospective students more and a strong international
alumni base is helping recruitment, Wilson said.
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Speaker focuses on external relations
BY BRANDON NETIUK
STAFF REPORTER

Student Speaker Sean Anderson wants the
senate members to focus on working more
for what the students want, as opposed to
working so much on internal things, like
bylaw changes.
“It’s silly for 30 people to be sitting around
a table and talking about how to better run
their meetings,” he said.
Anderson, currently a junior political science major, joined the Student Senate his
freshman year after hearing about it from a
fellow Taylor Hall resident, even though he
didn’t know much about it.
This is now Anderson’s fourth semester on
the senate, where he has worked his way up
to his current position as speaker.
Anderson wasn’t always on the senate;
however, as he chose to take his sophomore
year off to pursue other interests.
Among those organizations was joining
the fraternity, Delta Tau Delta, where he was
the pledge class president.
Anderson also served as community service chair, honor board chair and was nominated by his house to be a delegate for an

honorary organization.
Anderson was elected president of that
organization, Lambda Alpha Delta, his first
year as well.
Being placed in all of these leadership positions didn’t come as a surprise to him.
“All of those leadership positions were
reflective of my freshman-year experience on
senate,” Anderson said.
After the year away from senate, he decided to get involved again and held positions
such as chair of the Diversity Affairs
Committee, as well as a member of the
Student Relations Committee and the
Academic Affairs Committee.
Now that Anderson holds the position of
speaker, he wants to make sure that every single senate member is involved in something
and working together.
“Teamwork is important in any organization,” Anderson said.
The teamwork in the senate, just like in
anything, starts at the top. Cole Rogers, a
sophomore social science major, said he
thinks that some of Anderson’s strengths are
being personable and great at building relationships, to go along with his leadership
abilities.

“Sean brings a great sense of leadership,”
Rogers said.
Anderson also is attempting to educate
each senate member on how to write resolutions and proposals.
What he will remember most about
being on the senate is that a lot of the
people he works with now are the same
people he got started with as a freshman.
“We all lived together on the same
floor, Taylor 5 North, we are still here and
acting all goofy together,” Anderson said.
Anderson believes his experiences in senate have taught him a lot of things.
Among those are learning how to lead
a small group and how to run meetings
properly.
He also learned how to work with different types of people and how to best
manage other people’s conflicts.
Anderson plans to graduate in the
spring of 2007.
He said he wasn’t completely sure about
his plans after graduation, but it would
probably consist of going to DePaul Law
School to study corporate or environmental law or getting involved in non-profit
organizations such as the Salvation Army.

E RIC H ILTNER /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Speaker of Student Senate Sean Anderson, a junior
political science major, has been making it his mission to
get every senate member involved and working together.

Residence Hall Association votes to elect new treasurer
Says his goals are to keep all of RHA’s finances organized by working
with all residence halls and to have an updated budget every week
BY DYLAN DIVIT
STAFF REPORTER

The Residence Hall Association elected its
executive board treasurer for the 2006-07 school
year on Thursday.
Voting was a continuation from last week’s
meeting where an insufficient number of voters
delayed the process. Besides the election, other
issues were also settled.
Scott Frystak, a sophomore geology major,
will serve as the RHA treasurer for the 20062007 school year. He is currently a member on
Taylor Hall’s improvement chair.
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“I’ll have a specific binder just
for treasurer, but I’ll pick up a
second one if I have to.”
SCOTT FRYSTAK, RHA TREASURER

Frystak said one of his main goals is to keep all
of RHA’s finances organized by working with all
the residence halls.
“I’ll have a specific binder just for treasurer,
but I’ll pick up a second one if I have to,” Frystak
said, “I’m very well-organized.”

He also calls for an updated budget every
week, which he feels is a crucial factor in
budgeting.
Other issues determined during the Thursday
meeting include Ruckus, a digital entertainment
service for universities.
Ruckus and Eastern are green-lighting a business proposal that could lead to temporary
music and movie downloads on Eastern’s campus next year.
The downloads would be available for 30
days, but would be automatically deleted after
that period.
The music would be free, but students would

have to pay a fee for movies.
In other business, the RHA approved $3,500
for executive board members to attend this year’s
National Association of College and University
Residence Halls Conference at Berkeley
University in California.
RHA members voted to not sponsor any of
Eastern’s Student Government parties in the
upcoming election.
Members said one reason for this decision was
to avoid tension between RHA and the Student
Government.
The RHA meets at 5 p.m. on Thursdays in
the basement of Andrews Hall.

Grant View Apartments
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EDITORIAL CARTOON BY EVAN HILL

COMMENTARY

Security deposit
deductions:
B.S. + Lies +
Blatant fraud =
Student tenants
getting screwed

DAVID THILL
VERGE EDITOR

DO YOURSELF
A FAVOR AND
JUST DO IT

Perhaps it is just me, but I give a damn about certain
things.
And the longer I attend college, the more it becomes
apparent that I really am the only person who cares at all
about some things.
My father started attending Eastern in 1972, and I
couldn’t tell you how many stories I heard from him
about the tumultuous nature of Eastern students in the
1970s. Even to this day, if I ask him, I know he will go
into great detail about how eager students were to protest
for any given cause.
But in 2006 it seems no one cares.
Eastern students don’t go to sporting events, despite
the fact that our teams range anywhere from decent to
very good. Students don’t give a damn about the community enough to truly show support for Unity Week or
any other event for that matter. And when it came to
voting last year, despite students handing out flyers all
over campus to try
and increase
turnout to the
polls, only a few
hundred students
still managed to
drag themselves all
the way to the
Union.
I am well aware
that some students
vote in their home
towns, but I doubt
12,000 students did that, so there is really no excuse for
not voting.
In my three years here, I have heard more whining
about how little there is to do on this campus but besides
drinking I see very few students actually doing anything
to change this.
Listen, there are hundreds of recognized student organizations, University Board holds events every week and
there is always, ALWAYS, something to do on this campus. Students don’t seem to care enough to look.
And I am absolutely sick of apathy on this campus.
Sure, when Hurricane Katrina wreaked havoc all across
the Gulf Coast, students came out and donated more
than $10,000 for the cause. But just coming out and
doing one thing does not make up for an entire campus
of students who just don’t care.
And don’t try to say you don’t see me out protesting,
because it is pretty difficult to make a difference by yourself without help from others.
The point of my rant is this: there is always something
to do on campus, and I would give my left arm to see
this campus unite and actually give a rat’s ass over something, anything.
Do all of you think you are too cool or too important
to get together over something? Let me provide everyone
with a tip: none of you are more important than the
other. I was raised by the line of thinking that no one is
better than anyone. So why can’t we all join together over
something? I know there are things out there that piss all
of you off, so why can’t we show it just a bit? There are
multiple ways to do so.
If you don’t do anything else for the rest of this school
year, or even for the rest of your academic career, just do
me one favor. Do something.

“Students don’t give a
damn about the
community enough to
truly show support for
Unity Week or any other
event for that matter.”

Thill, a junior journalism major,
can be reached at dthill25@yahoo.com.

Evan Hill 3/30/06

EDITORIAL

Landlords deserve students’ respect
When students sign leases for off-campus apartments, there are several things they must be aware of
before they commit. There’s a lot of responsibility
that goes with renting an apartment or house.
For many students, when they start living in an
off-campus house or apartment it is the first time he
or she has lived in an apartment or house without his
or her parents. So they must know that the responsibility is bigger than if they were living in a residence
hall or dormitory.
An article in the March 22 issue of The Daily
Eastern News examined the security deposit and situations that cause the landlord to take money out of a
tenant’s security deposit. Obviously, if the weather

At issue
Tenant and landlord
responsibilities.

Our stance
Students need to
know that a lot of
responsibility goes
into renting an
apartment or house
off campus. Students
should understand
that if they caused the
problem, it’s not the
landlords fault.
Students should
respect the landlord’s
property.

causes destruction to a house, the tenants are not

things work.
Landlords in college towns know what they’re getting themselves into when renting out to college students, but tenants should work hard to make it as
problem-free as possible.
According to the Office of the Attorney General,
there are specific waiting periods designated to situations when a tenant notifies a landlord of something
that needs to be repaired. If the apartment is considered hazardous to life, for example if an apartment
lacks heat or cold water, then a landlord has 24 hours
to fix the problem. Otherwise a landlord will have 72
hours or more for other problems, like refrigerator
repairs or plumbing fixtures.
Jim Wood, owner of Wood rentals, said he likes to

responsible, but if a tenant or a tenant’s guest causes destruction,
the tenant should be prepared to pay for it.
Yvette Paddock, property manager of University Village, said

see an apartment clean, but knows there are certain problems that
he is responsible for.
“My philosophy is I have to answer all maintenance calls

normal wears and tears are to be expected, but it shouldn’t go further than that.
“We feel like we are giving (college students) a step above the

whether we have had previous problems with the tenant or not,”
Wood said.
The best way a tenant can assure a pleasant experience when

rest, and they should respect it and leave the unit the same way they
moved into it,” Paddock said.
Problems are going to happen regardless of the efficiency of the

renting an apartment or house is to work with the landlord to solve
all problems, rather than expect the landlord to clean up the mess.

tenant or landlord, but students can’t cause a problem and then
expect the landlord to take care of it right away. That’s not the way

The editorial is the majority opinion of
The Daily Eastern News editorial board.

YOUR TURN: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
THE GOLDEN RULE IS THE
RIGHT WAY TO JUDGE
As a former senate member who received
a standing ovation when giving my senate
good byes I was very disappointed to read
about how eight senate members who
failed to do their diversity requirement were
an
embarrassment
to
Student
Government.
This particular requirement reminds me
of the old “it’s all in the name” strategy.
Remember the No Child Left Behind bill;
well, whoever was to vote against this bill
would be accused of wanting to leave children behind. Here on Eastern’s campus, the
Student Government has a diversity

requirement, meaning whoever disagrees
with the writing of the bylaw is against
diversity.
However being a former member serving with those who were said to have been
an embarrassment to this organization, I
come to their defense. Half of the names
that were mentioned in the March 26 article, in The Daily Eastern News have done
more to promote diversity on this campus
than some of those senate members who
for one day watch the movie “Crash” and
had a conversation preaching to the “choir.”
While as a minority student, I never fulfilled either, but I embrace diversity without seeking recognition or having the satis-

faction of fulfilling a requirement.
There have been senate members and
executives completely ignore other sections
of bylaws as well as the Student
Government constitution. I’m not passing
any judgment on the Student
Government, however, there is a saying
“judge not least ye not be judged.” The
same manner that you judge others, you
will be judged in the same manner which
you have judged. For those of you that
judge, what’s done in the dark will soon be
brought into the light.
JEFFREY COLLIER
SENIOR,POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Daily Eastern News accepts letters to the editor addressing local, state, national and international issues. They should be
fewer than 250 words and include the authors’ name, telephone number and address. Students should indicate their year in school and major. Faculty, administration and staff should indicate their position and department. Letters whose authors cannot be verified will not be printed. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length. Letters can be sent to The Daily Eastern News at 1811 Buzzard Hall, Charleston IL 61920; faxed to 217-581-2923; or e-mailed to
DENeic@gmail.com
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Conference displays African
culture through photographs
BY MATT KELLY
STAFF REPORTER

Scholars from around the world will be at Eastern
to view African photographs in conference starting
today through Saturday in the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
The office of the dean of arts and humanities and
the African American Studies program is sponsoring
the event.
Onaiwu W. Ogbomo, chair of the African
American Studies program, said he is optimistic
about the conference.
“This is the first time we’ve held a conference of
this nature,” Ogbomo said.

Conferences like the African Diaspora
Conference have been held at universities and colleges across the country for many years.
“The conference brings together scholars to
examine the role photography plays in the reconstruction of African and African American history
and culture,” Ogbomo explained.
Some of the topics of panel discussion include
photography and identity followed by documentaries, films, art and photography as sources for historical reconstruction.
The last event of today will be the presentation of
a documentary film titled “Belonging.”
A true story, “Belonging” follows the journey of
Kethiwe Ngcobo as she struggles to find her identi-

ty in South Africa.
Tomorrow’s events start with a panel on photography and representation of Africans at 9:30 a.m.
The day’s discussions include issues of representation in Africa and the African Diaspora, cultural
representation and colonial and non-colonial issues
and all of their relation to photography.
At 3:30 p.m. there will be a trip to the Lincoln
Log Cabin followed by a dinner.
The event kicks off tomorrow at 9 a.m. with an
introduction by Jeff Cross, associate vice president
for academic affairs and James Johnson, dean of college of arts and humanities.
Ogbomo said the event is free and open to the
public.

Event Calandar
“TRU” THEATER
7:30 p.m.
The Charleston Community Theatre
presents “Tru,’ Jay Presson Allen’s
play based on the life of Truman
Capote.

Tarble Arts Center

DEADLINE TO REMOVE
CREDIT/NO CREDIT
All Day

DEADLINE TO WITHDRAW FROM COURSES
OR UNIVERSITY
All Day

CAMPUS BRIEFS

Jackman named dean
Eastern
announced
the
appointment of Diane Jackman
the next dean of the College of
Education and Professional
Studies on Thursday.
Jackman will take the position
from Charles Rohn. Rohn is retiring at the end of the semester.
The appointment is awaiting
approval from the Board of
Trustees. According to the university press release, the appointment
is expected to be confirmed at the
next board meeting on April 24.
Jackman has been the associate

dean of the College of Education
at Northern Illnois University
since September 2001. She got
her doctorate in education from
the University of Minnesota.

Deadline for purchasing
spring textbooks today
Today is the last day for students to purchase books rented
to them for the spring semester.
Books can be purchased
through the Textbook Rental
Service during their regular business hours.

Ala. abortion ban proposed
BY KATIE STALLCUP
THE CRIMSON WHITE (U. ALABAMA)

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – Alabama
has joined a growing number of states
that are considering bills to ban almost
all abortions in direct defiance of Roe
v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court
decision that made abortion a constitutional right.
State Sen. Hank Erwin, RMontevallo, and Rep. Nick Williams,
R-McIntosh, are sponsoring a bill in
the state Legislature that would ban all
abortions except for those needed to
save the mother's life. The bill has no
exceptions for rape or incest.
The bill is similar to an abortion
ban enacted in South Dakota last
month. Similar legislation is being
considered in a number of other states,
including Mississippi, Tennessee and
Georgia.

“It is a very strong bill,” Erwin said
Tuesday. “And it is a statement to say
that we're going to address the issues
of trying to protect issue of unborn
children. We need to do everything in
the world to help that baby get into
the world and experience the
American dream.”
The two identical bills, introduced
a last month, are in committee for discussions, Erwin said. The Senate bill is
in the judiciary committee for debate.
The committee held a hearing on the
bill Tuesday, Erwin said.
“It was a very passionate public
hearing,” Erwin said. “I'm not against
debate. It's an issue we need to deal
with, and all voices and opinions are
welcome.”
Williams said his bill makes performing an abortion a felony.
“I feel very strongly about abortion
personally,” he said.

STUDENT PAY DAY/
STUDENT AND GRAD
ASSISTANT PAY DAY.
All Day
With the regular legislative session
coming to a close, the bills are not
given much chance of passing.
“It's still easier to kill something in
the legislature than pass it,” said
William Stewart, former chairman of
the UA political science department.
“And if you have a substantial minority opposed to it, it won't pass. There
are a lot of bills that seem to have substantial support but don't pass.”
But supporters say they expect to
keep trying, particularly if
Republicans are successful in cutting
into Democratic control of the state
House and Senate in November
elections.

FRIDAY
$1.75DOMESTIC BOTTLES
$5.00DOMESTIC PITCHERS
LIVE MUSIC: THE STATION
$5COVER
SATURDAY
$2.75PREMIUM RUMS
$5.00DOMESTIC PITCHERS
LIVE MUSIC: THE FUZZ
$5COVER

SUNDAY
$2.50PREMIUM BOTTLES
$2.50PREMIUM DRAFTS
LIVE MUSIC: McBRIDE

SHOWTIMES FOR MAR 31 - APR 6
ICE AGE 2:THE MELTDOWN (PG13) 4:00 5:00
6:20 7:20 8:45 9:40 SAT SUN MAT 1:30 2:30
SLITHER (R) 4:40 7:30 9:50
SAT SUN MAT 2:15
LARRY THE CABLE GUY (PG13) 5:15 7:40
10:00 SAT SUN MAT 3:00
INSIDE MAN (R) 4:20 7:10 10:10
SAT SUN MAT 1:00
STAY ALIVE (PG13) 5:30 8:00 10:15
SAT SUN MAT 2:45
V FOR VENDETTA (R) 4:50 7:50
SAT SUN MAT 1:45
SHE’S THE MAN (PG13) 4:10 6:30 9:00
SAT SUN MAT 1:10
SHAGGY DOG (PG) 3:50 6:45 9:15
SAT SUN MAT 1:20
FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG13) 4:30 7:00 9:30
SAT SUN MAT 2:00

SHOWTIMES FOR MAR 31 - APR 6
EIGHT BELOW (PG) DAILY 6:45
FRI SAT 9:30 SAT SUN MAT 2:00
THE HILLS HAVE EYES (R)
DAILY 7:00
FRI SAT 9:40 SAT SUN MAT 2:15
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Bush brings border battle to Mexico Freed hostage
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CANCUN, Mexico – With Mexican
President Vicente Fox at his side, President
Bush gave Congress a long-distance push
Thursday to open the United States to immigrant workers who have been sneaking across
the borders to fill low-paying jobs.
"We don't want people sneaking into our
country that are going to do jobs that
Americans won't do," Bush said at the end of a
private meeting with Fox, where the issue was
on top of the agenda.
The meeting between the Mexican and U.S.
leaders came on the first day of a two-day North
American summit that also includes Canadian
Prime Minister Stephen Harper.
Harper, meeting with Bush for the first time
since taking office two months ago with the
promise of building stronger ties with
Washington, said the two countries are moving
past their "tension" over Iraq.
Still, he took a combative stance on their
long-standing dispute over U.S. tariffs on
Canadian softwood lumber, saying Canada
would "pursue all its legal options" if he and
Bush can't work out an agreement.
But it was the immigration debate, which has
dominated the U.S. Senate this week, that took
center stage in talks conducted in a beachfront
resort surrounded by bikini-clad spring breakers.
A new immigration law could affect as many
as 6 million Mexicans living illegally in the
United States – about half of all those who are
estimated to have sneaked in from other countries seeking new opportunities they can't find
at home.
Bush is pushing for a guest worker program
that would let foreigners in low-paying jobs stay
temporarily.
Fox says that would be a good first step
toward some form of legal status for all Mexican
illegal immigrants.

says she was
not hurt in Iraq
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq – American reporter Jill Carroll's
three-month hostage ordeal ended Thursday when she was
left on a Baghdad street in front of a Sunni political party
office. She appeared composed and eager to talk about her
82 days held captive in a tiny room.
"It's important people know that I was not harmed," she
said.
Wearing a green Islamic head scarf and a gray Iraqi robe,
Carroll was dropped off at midday near an office of the
Iraqi Islamic Party.
She walked inside and was then driven 20 minutes to
party headquarters, where she called her family and gave an
interview to Baghdad Television before being handed over
to U.S. authorities.
The 28-year-old freelancer for The Christian Science
Monitor said her kidnappers confined her to a small,
soundproof room with frosted windows but treated her
well. Although her captors issued televised threats to kill
Carroll if American forces did not release women prisoners,
she said: "They never said they would hit me, never threatened me in any way."

Army bans use of privately purchased
body armor by troops in field

G USTAVO B ENITEZ /COURTESY PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLICA/KRT

President George Bush, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Mexican President
Vicente Fox tour the ancient Maya ruins of Chichen-Itza in the Yucatan on Thursday during their first encounter of the two-day, three-nation summit in Mexico.

WASHINGTON – Soldiers will no longer be allowed
to wear body armor other than the protective gear issued
by the military, Army officials said Thursday.
This was the latest twist in a running battle over the
equipment the Pentagon gives its troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
Army officials told The Associated Press that the order
was prompted by concerns that soldiers or their families
were buying inadequate or untested commercial armor
from private companies.
Murray Neal, chief executive officer of Pinnacle, said he
hadn't seen the directive and wants to review it.

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2006

T H E D A I LY E A S T E R N N EW S

P A G E 7A

Grandmother testifies for
defense in Clinton Lake trial
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BLOOMINGTON – The grandmother
of three children who drowned in Clinton
Lake testified Thursday that she saw no signs
they were mistreated by the man accused of
killing them and would have stepped in if he
had been abusive.
Ann Powers also told jurors that Maurice
LaGrone Jr. was nearly inconsolable when
she saw him at a hospital after the car he was
driving sank in the lake with the children
inside on Sept. 2, 2003.
“Maurice was crying and I remember
specifically that he was wailing,” said Powers,
whose daughter also is charged with murder
in the children's deaths.
Powers said her daughter, Amanda
Hamm, also was crying when she saw her in
the emergency room of a Clinton hospital.
Prosecution witnesses had testified earlier
that LaGrone and Hamm showed little emotion in the hours after the incident.
Powers sobbed and LaGrone wept as she
recounted going to the hospital where 6year-old Christopher Hamm and 3-year-old
Austin Brown died the night the car sank.
Kyleigh Hamm, 23 months, died the next
day at a Peoria hospital.
“We ran in and there was Amanda and
pretty much after that it's a big nightmare,”
Powers said.
LaGrone and Hamm each are charged
with nine counts of first-degree murder in
the children's deaths and face the death
penalty if convicted. Both have pleaded not
guilty. Hamm’s trial has not yet been scheduled.
Powers said she had concerns when
LaGrone moved in with her daughter about
a year before the children drowned. She said
she worried because LaGrone couldn't hold a
steady job and feared her grandchildren

“Don’t try to put logic to this.
When you find out why
anyone would kill three
children there is no logic to
that, so don’t try to think that
way.”
ED PARKINSON,

PROSECUTOR

might be teased in mostly white Clinton
because LaGrone is black.
She said she grew to accept LaGrone, primarily because he treated her grandchildren
well.
Powers said she was concerned about her
daughter's plans to move to St. Louis with
LaGrone and the children. Defense attorneys
say the planned move shows the drownings
were an accident, not calculated murders
designed to get the children out of the way of
LaGrone and Hamm's relationship, as prosecutors contend.
“I didn't want them to go. ... I know
Amanda depends on me a lot. ... She relies on
me a lot emotionally,” Powers said.
On cross-examination, Powers said she
never saw the “rough play” that LaGrone
described in testimony earlier this week.
LaGrone testified that he once chased the
children with a knife and stuck one of the
boy's heads in an oven, pretending to turn it
on.
If she had seen it, Powers said, “I would
have either gotten rid of the problem or
taken the kids.”
Defense attorneys presented 16 witnesses
Thursday in their third day of testimony in
LaGrone's murder trial. Several testified that
Hamm paid her rent, withdrew money from

STATE ROUNDUP

the bank and stopped at her mother's office
to repay a loan the afternoon of the incident.
“It's just a very normal day and I think
that's very telling,” defense attorney Thomas
Griffith said outside court.
Prosecutor Ed Parkinson said just because
Hamm did nothing out-of-the-ordinary that
day doesn't mean she and LaGrone didn't
later carry out a plan to kill the children.
“Don't try to put logic to this,” Parkinson
told reporters. “When you find out why anyone would kill three children there is no logic
to that, so don't try to think that way.”
Hamm's stepfather, Lynden Powers, also
testified for the defense, telling jurors that
LaGrone wailed and repeated “Oh my God,
those poor kids” when he saw him at the hospital shortly after the car sank.
He also testified that LaGrone told Hamm
“we need to get our stories straight” after a
meeting with investigators where LaGrone
said he was accused of killing the children.
Hamm's stepfather said the comment
came the same night he ordered LaGrone out
of his house and called police when commotion broke out among mourners as emotions
ran high and questions hovered about the circumstances of the incident.
LaGrone testified earlier that he made the
comment to Hamm because “there shouldn't
have been a problem” among her family if
she had explained what happened.
Hamm's mother and stepfather also were
on the prosecution's witness list, but weren't
called in the case against LaGrone. Griffith
said her stepfather's testimony “really cut
both ways,” while Parkinson called the couple “rather neutral witnesses.“
Defense attorneys have presented nearly
30 witnesses so far in a case they expect to
conclude early next week. The prosecution
rested Tuesday after eight days of testimony
by about 40 witnesses.

Prostitutes may
be allowed to sue
pimps, customers
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Prostitutes who are exploited by pimps
and attacked by customers would be able to take their abusers
to court under a plan nearing approval in the Illinois
Legislature.
Advocates say the lawsuits would help victimized women,
and some men, start new lives. They also would take some of
profit out of forcing people into the sex trade.
“It's a very lucrative business. There's a lot of money to be
made, and it's being made on the backs of these women who
are damaged for life,” said Jennifer Kottler, deputy director of
Protestants for the Common Good. “What we're saying now
is that they have some civil recourse.”
The Illinois Senate approved the measure 45-9 Thursday.
It now goes to the House, which has approved similar legislation in the past.

Edgar: Topinka needs $10 million to run
CHICAGO – Former Gov. Jim Edgar said Thursday that
fellow Republican Judy Baar Topinka needs to raise at least
$10 million to take on incumbent Gov. Rod Blagojevich in
November.
Edgar said he doesn't doubt Topinka, a three-term state
treasurer, can raise the cash, but Blagojevich can make it difficult for her.
“The only thig that would be a problem would be if
Blagojevich would get a big bump here and then people
would say, ‘Well, the race is over,’” said Edgar, who is
Topinka's honorary campaign chairman.
Blagojevich has been working hard to get that bump. Since
the primary, his campaign has aired television commercials.

Doubts hang over O'Hare expansion plan
CHICAGO – Debate over how and whether to expand
O'Hare International Airport began almost immediately after
the last new runway was built 35 years ago.
Federal approval last fall of the largest airport expansion
in U.S. history hasn't put the issue to rest. Plenty of doubts
remain over whether the seven-year, $15 billion project can
live up to its billing.
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Receptionist needed with background knowledge in computers, Microsoft Word, Excel, Web
page
Management,
Organizational and typing skills
and people skills. Needs to be
available M-F 4-7, Sat 9-12 job
in Mattoon. Call 235-1080.
______________________3/31
Mattoon
Academy
of
Gymnastics and Dance is looking for a Gymnastics CoachKnowledgeable in tumbling and
likes to work with children.
Phone 235-1080 Ask for Katie or
Dawn.
______________________3/31
Graphic Designer/ Artist- must
have knowledge in Corel,
Illustrator, and Photoshop.
Freehand helpful. Full or Parttime. Call 217-276-6708 or email
resume
to
dp23jobs@yahoo.com
________________________4/4
Printer/ Press Operator- Silk
Screen Printing or Offset Printing
experience required. Full Time.
Call 217-276-6708 or mail
resume to PO Box 231, Mattoon,
IL 61938.
________________________4/4
Part-time Customer Service.
Flexible House between 8-5, MF and 9-12 Saturdays. Prefer student who will be here all of summer and next year. Apply in
Person. County Office Products,
406 6th Street. Next to Roc’s.
________________________4/5
Waitress wanted part-time.
Apply after 4pm. Need to be
here during breaks. Pagliai’s
Pizza, 1600 Lincoln, Charleston.
________________________4/6
Charleston Dairy Queen is now
accepting Applications for parttime employment. Apply at 20
State Street.
________________________4/6
ALASKA
SUMMER
JOBSFishing Industry. Great Pay! Free
Room & Board and Travel! Male/
Female. No experience necessary. www.AlaskaJobFinder.com
______________________4/11
!BARTENDING! Up to $250 a
day. No experience Necessary.
Training Provided. 1-800-9656520 ext. 239.
________________________5/1
Cellular One-Sales PositionCellular One seeking Sales
Representatives for our Wireless
Internet division. Hours are very
flexible. Excellent compensation opportunity. Send resume
to:
Human
Resource
Department, Cellular One, 28
Town Centre,
Danville, IL
61832.
________________________00
Cellular One-Installer- Cellular
One is seeking Installers for our
Wireless Internet division.
Hours are very flexible.
Excellent compensation opportunity. Send resume to: Human
Resource Department, Cellular
One, 28 Centre, Danville, IL
61832.
________________________00
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ATTENTION ALL GRADUATING SENIORS! If you are interested in a yearbook of your senior year, and are not sure how to
pick it up, come to the Student
Publications office, Room 1802
Buzzard Hall, and for only $6
we will mail you a copy in the
Fall when they are published.
Call 581-2812 for more information.
________________________00
1995 Jeep Wrangler 91K.
$6,200.00 348-0945.
________________________00
Wanted to buy used cars! Don’t
trade your car and get little
money fot it. call (217)-8219033
________________________4/6

1 Roomate for Campus Edge for
Fall 2006/Spring 2007. Call
Andrea (847)732-3597
________________________4/6

4 BR House. Close to campus
with W/D. No pet. Girls please.
Call 549-2060.
______________________3/31
Awesome 3 bdrm apt. Newly
remodeled at 1409 9th Street,
second floor. $265 per person
plus utilities. 10 month lease. No
pets. Must see. Call Adam at
515-321-8722 for showing.
______________________3/31
Don’t Settle for just any apartment when you can have a
sparkling clean, newer apartment so close to campus for the
same price. Call today to see
any of our 5 remaining locations. Unique Properties. 3455022.
______________________3/31
For Rent 5/6 BD House, 1110
3rd St, 10 month lease, 2 blocks
from Campus. Call 348-7872.
______________________3/31
2 & 3 BR houses & apts. Near &
far. Many with w/d. 345-4489,
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.
______________________3/31
BRITTANY RIDGE townhouses
for 3-5. $225-360. Internet
Wood
wiring.
345-4489,
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
______________________3/31
Loft style 3 BR near JAC, above
the square. Quiet. $300 each
incl, util. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
______________________3/31
ONE PERSON APTS. Preserve
your privacy. Variety from $250420/ month. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
______________________3/31
SEITSINGER
APARTMENTS:
1611 9th St. One block East of
Old Main.
Completely furnished. Two 2 bedroom apartments available for Summer
2006 and Fall 2006-2007. Call
345-7136.
________________________00

2 & 3 BR houses 1 block to
Lantz/ O’Brien. Washer/ dryer.
A/C. 345-4489, Wood Rentals,
Jim Wood, Realtor.
______________________3/31
Female Tenants needed for prime
1,2, & 3 bdrm apts. very unique,
sun deck, antique floors, cathedral ceiling, too much to list.
call 815-600-3129
________________________4/3
2 bedroom 2 bath apt. Washer
and Dryer, Central Air, New
Carpet and Free Parking. 1026
Edgar Drive. Close to Campus.
$295/person. Call 348-5032.
________________________4/4
3-4 Students Wanted to Lease 3
Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Car-Garage.
Available August ‘06. 273-6270.
________________________4/5
1701 9th Street. 6 Bedrooms.
$235 per month. 10 month
lease. 345-3310.
________________________4/5
Brittany Ridge, 3-5 person, W/D,
dishwasher, DSL wired, 10-12
mo. http://rent.vtdj.com, 3459355.
________________________4/6
Spacious 2 bdrm,. All appliances. New Interior. 5 Bdrm,
New Construction. 11th Street,
Near Campus. 345-2982.
________________________4/7
5 BD 2 BA HOUSE AT 2002
12TH ST. RECENTLY REMODELED, W/D, DISHWASHER,
CENTRAL AIR, CATHEDRAL
CEILING, WOOD FLOORS,
TRASH INCLUDED. 549-0212
or www.eiprops.com
________________________4/7
Now Leasing for Fall 2006Beautiful and Spacious 1 BR and
2 BR Unfurnished Apartments.
Available on the Square over Z’s
Music. Rent is $350/ 1 BR and
$450/ 2 BR. No Pets-Trash and
Water Included. Low UtilitiesLaundry on-site. Call 345-2616.
________________________4/7
5-7 bdrm., 2 bath. W/D. No Pets.
9th Street, Campus side of
Lincoln. 345-5037
________________________4/7
2 Bdrm., 1 bath. 1613 11th
Street. W/D. No Pets. $500/
month. 345-5037.
________________________4/7
2 BR APTS. Close to Campus.
Off-Street Parking. $460/mo.
10-Month Lease Available.
(217)512-9528.
______________________4/13
4 BEDROOM HOUSE, CLOSE
TO CAMPUS, DSL, CENTRAL
AIR, WASHER/ DRYER; DISHWASHER. 346-3583.
______________________4/14
5 BEDROOM HOUSE; 2 FULL
BATHS; WASHER/ DYER; NEW
KITCHEN WITH MICROWAVE
& DISHWASHER; CENTRAL
AIR, DSL, GREAT LOCATION.
346-3583.
______________________4/14
2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments.
Great Location. $250-280 per
student. Central Air, Furnished.
217-235-6598.
______________________4/28

BIG 6 BEDROOM HOUSE.
CLOSE TO
CAMPUS.
2
KITCHENS, 2 FULL BATHS,
DSL, CENTRAL AIR, DISHWASHER, TRASH INCLUDED.
346-3583.
______________________4/14
3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS;
NEW CARPET; CENTRAL AIR;
WASHER/ DRYER; DSL; TRASH
INCLUDED. 346-3583
______________________4/14
4 BEDROOM APARTMENT; 2
FULL BATHS, ROOMY, CENTRAL AIR, DSL, WASHER/
DRYER,
BREAKFAST
BAR,
TRASH INCLUDED. 346-3583
______________________4/14
Three bedroom house. Close to
campus. 2 baths, air/ conditioning and washer/dryer. Available
Fall 2006. Call 232-8936
______________________4/14
WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM
Great Student Living, 4 Bedroom
2 Bath Luxury Units. Close to
Campus. Washer and Dryer.
FREE Cable TV with HBO, FREE
DSL., FREE Phone. 345-6100
______________________4/20
2 BR apts for 2 persons. Cable &
internet included. Great locations. $250-300/ person. 3454489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.
______________________4/28
Close to Campus. Large 2
Bedroom Apartments. Recently
remodeled. Off-street parking.
Water, DSL, Trash. $500 per
month. 10 month lease available. 217-235-6598.
______________________5/30
2 and 3 PERSON LUXURY
APARTMENTS
BEHIND
MCHUGHS. ALL REMAINING
UNITS ARE FURNISHED AND
HAVE 2 BATHROOMS, D/W,

4 Bedroom. Close to Campus.
W/D, Trash, Furnished. Phone
345-7244.
________________________00
VILLAGE RENTALS: 2006-2007
2 BR apartments furnished with
laundry facility, 10 1/2 month
lease, trash & water included,
near campus. Call 345-2516
EHO
________________________00
LINCOLNWOOD
PINETREE
HAS STUDIO 1, 2, & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS. VERY
CLOSE TO CAMPUS AND BUZZARD. CALL 345-6000 TO
SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT.
________________________00
New Four Bedroom Apartments.
Extremely Close to Campus.
Across from Lantz. Fully
Furnished. Call Today for
Lowered Rates. Grantview
Apartments. 345-3353.
________________________00
Lincolnwood Pinetree has 2&3
BR Apts. available for second
semester. Call 345-6000.
________________________00
www.charlestonilapts.comLOOK FOR US FOR 06-07
RENTALS. From $230 to $475
mo per person. Ph. 348-7746.
________________________00
Oldtowne Apartments: 1, 2, 3
Bedroom for Fall 2006. Close to
campus. 4 locations to choose
from. Call 345-6533.
________________________00
w w w. j w i l l i a m s r e n t a l s . c o m
CHECK US OUT FOR YOUR
NEXT APARTMENT. Leasing
now 1 & 2 bedroom units. Good
locations, nice apartments, off
street parking, trash paid. No
pets. 345-7286.
________________________00
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS:

DISPOSAL, C/A, AND ON SITE
LAUNDRY. 3 PERSON UNITS
ALSO HAVE BALCONIES. FOR
MORE INFORMATION CALL

1,2,&3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
06-07. PLENTY OF OFF STREET
PARKING, WATER AND TRASH
INCLUDED. CALL 345-1266

217-493-7559
OR
www.myeiuhome.com
________________________00
Female to share 2 BR apartment.
Starting Fall 2006. 260 per mon
plus trash and water included. A
great place to live at 1111 2nd
St. 348-5427.
________________________00
Male to share 2 BR apartment
starting Fall 2006. $260 per
month. Trash and water included. A great place to live at 1111
2nd St. 348- 5427.
________________________00
9TH STREET APARTMENTS
NOW LEASING FALL/SPRING
06-07.
3 & 4 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS. OFF STREET
PARKING AND TRASH PAID.
10 MONTH LEASE. SECURITY
DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
NO
PETS. 348-8305.
________________________00
6 Bedroom, 3 Bath House. New
Construction right next to
Campus. W/D, dishwasher, etc.
345-9595
or
232-9595.
www.gbadgerrentals.com
________________________00

Royal Heights Apts. 3 BR, 1 1/2
bath , furnished. 1509 2nd
(behind Subway) Spring, Fall
2006. Call Becky @ 345-0936.
________________________00
Apartments and houses for rent.
1520-1528 4th Street across
from Pemberton Hall. 3453059/345-2909
________________________00
APARTMENT FOR RENT, 2 BEDROOM. TRASH AND WATER
INCLUDED. ALL FOR $260 PER
MONTH. NEXT TO CITY PARK.
1111 2ND STREET. CALL 3485427.
________________________00
Park Place Apartments: Now
showing 1,2,3,Bedroom Units
for Fall 2006.
Newly
Remodeled units available!
Trash paid, fully furnished, free
parking. Call Jennifer @3481479.
________________________00
Fall 2006 Apartments 1,2,3, bedroom. Great location. Great
condition. Some with laundry,
some with wireless internet. Off
street parking, No pets. 3457286
________________________00
1,2& 3 Bedroom Apartments for
Rent. Immediate openings for
Spring & Fall of 2006. 549-5593
or 549-1060.
________________________00
6 bedroom house close to campus, 3 bathrooms, 2 living
rooms, Large Kitchen. Stove,
refrigerator, washer and dryer.
Available for the 06-07 school
year
for
more
info
www.poteeterentals.com
or
217-345-5088
________________________00

________________________00
APPLY NOW! 6 month leases
Available. 345-1400 www.university village housing.com
________________________00

aApartments for 1 or 2 residents
aHouses for groups of 2, 3 or 4
aTownhouses, 3&4 BR for 3 to 5 persons
Call for appointment

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217-345-4489 Fax: 345-4472

RATES:

normal rate: 50 cents/word for the first day

the ad runs. 20 cents/word for each
consecutive day thereafter. 15 word minimum.
students must pre-pay. 30
cents/word for the first day. 10 cents/word
for each day thereafter.

student rate:
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Caffeine makes
studying easier
CAFFEINE:
CONTINUED

FROM PAGE
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in a row when I am expecting a long night of studying,” Wise
said. “Sometimes when you have to pull an all-nighter, it’s what
you have to do.”
Wise said she will always opt to get a caffeine boost from soft
drinks, and prefers the largest size a restaurant may offer.
“If anyone’s ever been to Sonic, I get the XL, which is like a
bathtub of pop,” she said.
If she tried to quit caffeine altogether, Wise said she would
probably have a difficult time in doing so and does not plan on
eliminating caffeine from her diet anytime in the near future.
The United States Dietary Association noted that a caffeine
addict might experience some withdrawal symptoms if they eliminate the substance from their diet suddenly and completely.
Headaches, irritability, and nausea are some of these symptoms, but doctors suggest a slow progression to either limiting or
eliminating caffeine from one’s diet.
The ADA recommends mixing decaffeinated coffee with regular coffee, drinking a latte with more low-fat milk than coffee to
limit the caffeine level and drinking more healthy drinks such as
juice rather than soft drinks.
For more information on caffeine, the American Dietetics
Assocation’s Web site, www.eatright.org, has more valuable information.

Michigan court
refuses to hear
affirmative action

dent can vote in. Students living in
Lincoln, Stevenson or Douglas Halls make
up precinct 15.
Those living in Thomas, Taylor,
McKinney, Ford, Weller, Gregg and
Pemberton Halls are part of precinct 16.
Students living in Carman, University
Apartments, University Court, Greek
Court, Lawson Hall and Andrews Hall are
part of precinct 17.
However, in Tuesday’s election Taylor
was in precinct 15 and Andrews and
Lawson Halls were in precinct 16.
Since Sodergren-Baar and Harkins live
in those resident halls, they were unable to
vote for themselves until it was brought to
attention of the judges.
In September, the post office changed
the address of students living in the dorms
to the number and dorm’s name to the
actual streets. When changing the address,
the halls were placed in the wrong precinct.

POLLS:
CONTINUED

FROM PAGE
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Problem at
polls fixed
The error was caused by a computer
glitch, said county clerk Betty Coffrin.
Precinct committeemen, one for each
major party, are in charge of making sure
the voters in their precinct are registered to
vote.
Unlike other positions on the voting
card where living in a certain precinct doesn’t matter, when running for precinct officer, only residents in that precinct can vote
for the officer.
Campus is broken up into three different precincts: 15, 16 and 17. Where a student lives determines which precinct a stu-

The error was fixed and the ten voters,
including Sodergren-Baar and Harkins,
were placed into the right precinct.
Former precinct 16 officer Ben Marcy
and democratic candidate for County
Clerk Keith Taylor find the problem to be
big issue.
“The issue is people are voting in areas
they are not registered in,” Taylor said.
Especially when it comes to precinct or
district votes, where the only votes for a
precinct candidate are those that come
from that precinct.
“They are telling us it doesn’t matter
because of the low turnout,” Marcy said.
“The system wasn’t correct, and they didn’t
pick up on it till the day of election.”
However, the addresses were fixed for the
next election, and the 10 voters were able to
vote by affidavit.
“It wasn’t anything major and the problem was fixed,” Coffrin said.

NON SEQUITUR BY WILEY MILLER

BOONDOCKS BY AARON MCGRUDER

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANSING, Mich. – A last-ditch effort to prevent voters
from considering a proposal that would ban some affirmative
action programs in Michigan has failed.
The Michigan Supreme Court decided not to hear an
appeal of the case, meaning the issue will be allowed on the
November ballot.
"We are not persuaded that the questions presented should
be reviewed by this court,” the justices said in the order,
issued Wednesday.
The decision is a victory for the Michigan Civil Rights
Initiative, which has been leading the drive to let voters
decide whether government and university admissions programs should be banned from giving preferential treatment to
groups or individuals based on their race, gender, color, ethnicity or national origin.
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Nice 5 Bedroom House For
Girls, Will Consider Four,
Efficiency Apartment, Excellent
Location, C/A, W/D, Trash, Lawn,
Service. 345-3253
________________________00
GREAT LOCATION. NINTH/LINCOLN.
ONE
BEDROOM
APARTMENT, TRASH AND
WATER PAID, 10/12 MONTH
LEASE. 348-0209.\par ____00
5 bedroom house on 6th Street, 2
bath, Large bedrooms completely remodeled new carpet, stove,
refrigerator.
Enclosed back
porch and dining room.
Available for the 06-07 school
year
for
more
info
www.poteeterentals.com or 217345-5088
________________________00
Nice 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments.
Furnished, NO PETS! Utilities
Included. 2121 18th Street. Call
549-2615.
________________________00
Save Money. Newly Remodeled. 5
BR House on 7th Street. Fall 2006
School Year. No Pets. 348-8406.
__________________________00

Available May 1 and 2 Bedroom
$360Large Apartments.
400/mo per apt. Ideal for couple. Cat ok. Water and Trash
paid. 743 6th St Call 581-7729
or 345-6127 eve.
________________________00
Nice and Clean 5 Bdrm. House.
Campus side. 2 Blocks from
Campus. W/D, air, patio. 3456967
________________________00
Single Apt. For Rent. $349.
Charleston Square. Gas, Water,
Heat incl. 10 or 12 month lease.
Pets ok. 345-2171 Dave 9 am-11
am.
________________________00
3 Bedroom. Nice House. 4 Blocks
from Campus, W/D, Central Air,
Dishwasher, Bar, Parking. 217278-7400.
________________________00
5 BD HOUSE ACROSS FROM
OLD MAIN ON 7th. NEWLY
REMODELED, AC, 2 REFRIGERATOR 101/2 MONTH LEASE. 3488406
________________________00
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TENNIS

HOME:

Panthers
search for
first OVC win

CONTINUED

BY CHRISTIAN MORENO
STAFF REPORTER

Eastern travels to Kentucky this weekend, with
both the men (6-6, 0-2 OVC) and women (3-9,
0-2) looking for their first Ohio Valley Conference
victories.
“I think for the guys, especially, all the matches
we’ve been pretty even,” said head coach John
Blackburn. “The women played a good game
Tuesday. I hope we can carry that over (to
Saturday’s match).”
After today’s match at Morehead State, both
teams travel to Richmond, Ky., to take on Eastern
Kentucky on Saturday.
Morehead (5-10, 0-3) has struggled this year,
since OVC Player of the Year Greg Johnstone graduated last spring.
The Eagle women (2-12, 0-2) come into today’s
match losing three straight.
The tennis team will have good weather, with
highs in the upper 60s with a mix of sun and
clouds. The team will play indoors in the case of
rain, Blackburn said.
The weekend trip to Kentucky is the first road
matches in conference play for Eastern, but
Blackburn isn’t worried about the traveling the
Panthers have to do.
E RIC H ILTNER /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
“I think that we’ll be ready for it,” he said. Sophomore Sandra Sasidharan returns a volley during Saturday’s match against Tennessee Tech at
“We’ve played a lot of road games already.”
Darling Courts.
The Panthers have had only two home matches
this year, both last weekend against Tennessee- today’s match with a three-match winning streak.
With the Panther women’s victory against
Martin and Tennessee Tech.
The Colonel women (8-5, 1-1) are also heading Western Illinois this week, the team snapped a 6The EKU men (7-10, 1-2) are heading into into Saturday’s match with three straight wins.
match losing streak.
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Vaculik made his first appearance
in relief in Wednesday’s game, pitching two innings, while giving up two
runs on one hit and surrendering
three walks.
“He’s good with whatever we ask
him to do,” Schmitz said. “It’s exciting
to hear him say, ‘Hey, whatever you
need me to do.’”
Vaculik echoed his coach’s thoughts,
saying whatever helps the team win
games, he is willing to do.
With Vaculik coming on in relief
now, Schmitz will use junior Brandon
Murphy and Manns in the doubleheader Saturday.
In Sunday’s game, Schmitz said he
will use Drew Gierich, who is coming
off a two-hit, six-inning start in
Tuesday’s game at SLU.
Schmitz takes blame for the pitching woes, saying he has not pushed
the right buttons for his team.
“Guys have not gone in and done
well, but maybe I need to identify
what their role is a little better and
make them feel comfortable in that
role,” Schmitz said.
Varrassi said that the struggle of the
bullpen is just part of the game.
“Everyone’s working hard,” he said.
“We’re not out here to point fingers.
They’re doing their best and we’re
doing our best.”
The first game of Saturday’s doubleheader is slated to start at noon at
Coaches Stadium. Sunday’s game will
start at 1 p.m.
“There’s nothing like waking up in
your own bed and walking to the park
and having nice weather,” Vaculik
said.

EIU’S ONLY ALL
STUDENT RESIDENTIAL
Apartments SUBDIVISION! NO
3 Bedroom Duplexes
4 Bedroom Houses

BONUS OFFER!
Sign before April 14th & enter to win

• 52” Big Screen TV (to use for 12 mos)

Call

345-1400 Today!

INDIVIDUAL
LEASES

only 5 TVs available

• 60 GB iPod w/ $50 iTune Card
• $500 coupon to be applied
to your rent
• $100 gift certificate to
Marty’s or Jerry’s
• 1 of 4 $50 Wal-Mart Gift Cards

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No Application Fee
Trash/Utilities included
Fully Furnished
Queen Size Bed
Desk
Washer/Dryer
Digital Cable/Internet
Local Phone
Basketball Court
Sand Volleyball
3 acre Private Park
Your Own Yard
Tanning Beds
Pavilion w/ Grills

visit www.universityvillagehousing.com

PRIVATE SHUTTLE SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE
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Schuette said she expects by the end of
the season there shouldn’t be a ball out there
that one of them can’t get to.
Schuette says all of the freshmen, which
include pitcher Kathleen Jacoby, catcher
Shea Lodes and second baseman Sarah
Coppert, bring a new idea of competitiveness, speed and athleticism to the team.

T H E D A I LY E A S T E R N N EW S

Eastern heads to Jacksonville, Ala., this
weekend for its third Ohio Valley
Conference game. In the Gamecocks’ last
game against Austin Peay, JSU lost 3-1 in a
game characterized by defensive errors in
key innings.
“Jacksonville has a very strong program,”
Schuette said. “They won the OVC last year
and really dominated and this year they have
played some really tough opponents in nonconference series,”

P A G E 11A

The Panthers will face a strong lineup
filled with upperclassmen. Senior
Gamecock pitcher Christine Pierce has
thrown two no-hitters this season and
pitched a perfect game on March 18 against
Tennessee State.
“The last couple years they have been
leading the conference in homeruns,” Steele
said. “It’s going to be a defensive game this
weekend.”

C ARRIE H OLLIS /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Freshman centerfielder Chelsy Iapala holds onto second base after a steal in the game of a doubleheader at Williams Field. Iapala,
along with freshman Angela Danca, have combined for 22 stolen bases, 4 more than the whole Eastern team took last season.

WALTASTI:
CONTINUED
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Tennis offers
more than
meets the eye

The amount of attention and coverage that
Serena Williams got from wearing her now infamous “cat suit” shows just how marketable sexy
athletes can be.
Women’s tennis was popular in the 1980s with
the amazing play of Martina Navratilova drawing
in many fans. Navratilova is not in the least attractive like the current tennis stars, but her amazing
talent made her famous.
Kournikova earned fame and fortune unlike

LSU bringing
joy to hurricane
ravaged state
INDIANAPOLIS – Glen Davis stood next to the dying
man, holding up an IV bag while doctors worked furiously to save his life.
"One of his lungs had collapsed," Davis said, his voice
barely above a whisper as he recounted that awful day. "He
couldn't breathe. You could see him struggling for air."
In the days following Hurricane Katrina, Davis and
the rest of his LSU teammates came face-to-face with
unimaginable pain and incomprehensible suffering.
They saw children crying out for mothers and fathers
who were swept away by the floodwaters. They saw parents desperately searching for sons and daughters who
would never be found. They saw battered bodies and
hopeless souls.
They saw people die.
"It makes you appreciate life at a younger age," said
Davis, the Tigers' sophomore star. "You think about the
choices you make in life. You want to make sure you go out
the right way."
No team at the Final Four comes in with a greater sense
of purpose than LSU, which can do more than just win a
national championship. The Tigers can give the people
back home a reason to celebrate, a reason to believe that
everything will be all right, a reason to get on with their
lives.
If the Tigers are carrying more of a burden than UCLA,
Florida or George Mason, they also have reason to be the
loosest team in Indianapolis. When you've seen as much
agony as these guys have seen, there's no reason to get all
worked up about a basketball game.
"It kind of woke us up," freshman sensation Tyrus
Thomas said. "It could have been any of us."
After the hurricane slammed into New Orleans, crumpled the levees and turned the Big Easy into a lake, most of
the victims fled inland to Baton Rouge. The Pete Maravich
Assembly Center resembled a MASH unit, the wounded
scattered all over the Tigers' home court.
"We would watch the news and see how much water
there was," Temple said. "I can't imagine how they must
have felt to see their houses going underwater like that."

any other tennis player prior to her, without
winning a single major tournament.
Navratilova’s career record is 1440-213 with 167
career titles, but that does not get as much attention as the 3-inch skirts Sharapova wears.
At least Sharapova has the ability to win (i.e.
her victory at Wimbeldon in 2004), but she still
garners more attention for her scandalous
posters and calendars.
As long as advertising companies would rather

focus on the beauty of a female athlete, rather
than her talent, women’s tennis players might as
well just moan "ka-ching" with every swing.
Because the sexier they are, the more popular
tennis becomes and the bigger the profits get –
but for all the wrong reasons.
If you would like to schedule an appointment to
hear Joe’s signature moan, you can contact him at
jwal717@yahoo.com.

E RIC H ILTNER /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern quarterbacks work on their dropback passes during Wednesday afternoon’s practice in O’Brien Stadium. The returning starter, Mike Donato (front left)
is facing competition from three Division I-A transfers and last year’s backup Kyle Kniss. The Panthers conclude their first week of Spring Practice with a
scrimmage open to the public Saturday at 10 a.m. at O’Brien Field

PANTHER SPORTS CALENDAR
FRIDAY

2 p.m.
2 p.m.
11 a.m.
Noon
1 p.m.

M-TENNIS AT MOREHEAD STATE
W-TENNIS AT MOREHEAD STATE
M-TENNIS AT EASTERN KENTUCKY
BASEBALL VS. TENNESSEE-MARTIN (2)
SOFTBALL AT JACKSONVILLE STATE (2)

SATURDAY

Eastern Illinois University, Charleston
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THE EXTRA
POINT

Freshman outfielders step in to lead roles
Danca, Iapala
bring speed on
the basepath
BY KATIE ANDERSON
STAFF REPORTER

Freshman left-fielder Angela Danca
may be the smallest girl on Eastern’s
roster this season.
But she has already become a big
contributor, starting 28 of 32 games
for the Panthers, and she is not the
only freshman who has been making
a difference in the outfield.
Freshman outfielder Chelsey Iapala,

who can also play shortstop, has
started 29 of the 32 games for
Eastern, all in the outfield.
“You never expect to play right
away,” Danca said. “But I was hoping
for it.”
Utility players, as they are called,
have populated the outfield in recent
seasons, but this year’s crop of freshmen entered the program with experience in those positions. That experience has made a big impact, said junior right-fielder Katy Steele.
“Stepping-up has been an expectation, and they are doing that nicely,”
she said.
Head coach Kim Schuette says the
pair is “feisty and fast and improve

with every game.”
“They may not have the best batting averages, but their speed (on the
bases) makes the other teams make
mistakes,” Schuette said.
Danca leads the team in stolen
bases this season, with 14 steals in 15
attempts.
“(Coach Schuette) tells me when to
steal, but you just go with the heat of
the game,” Danca said.
She also boasts a .977 fielding percentage, and the left-handed slap hitter has scored nine runs to go along
with 18 hits and 5 RBIs.
Her partner in the outfield, Iapala,
has also enhanced the Panther squad
this season with a .935 fielding

WEEKEND SERIES

Eastern
Illinois

Jacksonville
State

@

(21-10-1, 4-2)

(22-10, 4-3)

Last game
6-1 Win
IUPUI

Last game
3-1 Loss
Austin Peay

Standing
4th Place
(OVC)

Standing
5th Place
(OVC)

percentage and 8 stolen bases, second
to Danca.
SEE

ROLES
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Panthers bring hot bats home
Eastern opens
home season
after 12-11 win
BY MATT DANIELS
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

The bus rides will end for head
coach Jim Schmitz and his team this
weekend.
The Panthers host TennesseeMartin (8-14, 3-0 OVC) for a threegame Ohio Valley Conference series
this weekend at Coaches Stadium.
“It’s tough being on the road, everyone knows that,” Schmitz said. “Being
at home will be nice and at our own
field, so we’re excited about that,
knowing our own field where we’re
comfortable with it and the crowd
support. It’s definitely a plus for us.”
Another plus for Eastern is that it
appears to have finally figured out its
once-inconsistent play.
The bats came alive in Wednesday’s
12-11 win at Indiana State.
Prior to the 14 hits the Panthers (911, 1-2) had against ISU, the team
was coming off a .169 average during
the team’s four-game losing streak.
Shortstop Adam Varrassi said that
coming off a year like Eastern had last
year, a seventh place finish in the
Ohio Valley Conference and a 17-39
overall record, that it is easy for some
guys to press.
“We want to go out there and be
loose, and when one thing goes wrong
you find yourself to kind of start to
panic,” Varrassi said.
Schmitz said the shortstop, hitting
.323, has great hands for hitting.
“Adam has just really good wrists in
hitting,” Schmitz said. “He’s a very
quick hitter. He’s just staying on the
ball better and (opposing pitchers)
have been making some mistakes.”
Varrassi was 4-for-6 in the two
games last week, including a three-run
home run at Indiana State.

C ARRIE H OLLIS /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Junior shortstop Adam Varrassi fields a ground ball during Thursday’s practice at Coaches Stadium. Varassi and the
Panthers open up the home portion of their schedule with a doubleheader against Tennessee-Martin at noon Saturday.
With Varrassi providing hitting at
the bottom of the lineup, Schmitz said
it is an added bonus for the Panthers.
“As far as production, it feels really
good,” Varrassi said. “When it comes
together, there’s no better feeling.”
That feeling hasn’t always translated
over to the pitching staff.
Of the 13 pitchers Schmitz has
used this year, sophomore reliever
Frank Simoncelli and sophomore
starter Mike Manns are the only
pitchers with an ERA below 3.00.
The bullpen has struggled, blowing
a lead at St. Louis Tuesday and surrendering four late runs to the Sycamores.
With this, Schmitz has taken junior
pitcher Chris Vaculik, out of the start-

ing rotation.
Vaculik, a closer prior to this year
who had made spot starts in his first
two years, struggled in his role as the
No. 1 starting pitcher, posting a 6.31
ERA this year.
“I’ve been my own worst enemy,
not throwing strikes,” Vaculik said.
“I’m not exactly happy, but the only
way it happened was the way I was
pitching. It might be a wake-up call to
me and it’s pushing me to do better.”
Vaculik has experienced arm soreness over the last year, being shut
down for all of fall and being limited
this past winter.
The right-hander attributed that to
having high pitch counts in last year’s

WEEKEND SERIES

TennesseeMartin

@

(8-14, 3-0)

Eastern
Illinois
(9-11, 1-2)

Last game
1-0 Win
Southeast Missouri

Last game
12-11 Win
Indiana State

Standing
T-1st Place
(OVC)

Standing
T-7th Place
(OVC)

games and pitching quite a bit for his
summer team in Ohio.
SEE

HOME
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JOE WALTASTI
STAFF REPORTER

Tennis is
more than
just looks
Short skirts. Tight shirts. Loud
moaning. Hot Russian blondes.
That’s women tennis in a nutshell these days.
Women’s tennis is competitive,
and the matches are entertaining to
watch, but who can focus when
Anna Kournikova is letting out
noises that should be for Enrique
Iglesias’s ears only.
While Anna might have started
the loud moaning tennis-hottie
trend, her peers with actual tennis
talent, Maria Sharapova and the
Williams sisters, have continued it.
Like Michael Jordan’s signature
tongue wagging made it’s way to
schoolyard courts, the grunting
phenomenon has worked its way to
even the most desolate of placesCharleston.
Each of the women on Eastern’s
tennis team has her own distinct
style of grunt.
Some are quiet and collected.
Some are loud and aggressive, but a
few are so distinctive that you could
be 100 feet away and know exactly
what is happening in their match.
Sophomore Sandra Sasidharan
has arguably the most talent on the
team and definitely the most
unique grunt.
As she follows through on her
shots, she lets loose a karate-style
“aye-yah” yell that you would never
expect to come out of such a small
package.
But is all of it really necessary? It
might just be a natural occurrence
for some people when they exert
large amounts of force and effort,
but is all the moaning taking away
from the sport?
When the president of the
Federation Internationale de
Football Association, Sepp Blatter,
actually suggests that female soccer
players should “play in more feminine clothes like they do in volleyball,” couldn’t it be possible that
Nike offered to pay Williams more
money if she spiced up her sets
with some grunting?
Blatter continues to say “female
players are pretty, and they already
have some different rules than men such as playing with a lighter ball – so
why not do it in different fashion.”
When a Swiss man, whose country has been neutral more times
than a driver’s ed car, says something so inflammatory, more people have to be thinking the same
thing than just good ole boy Sepp.
SEE
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Pulling Pranks

It’s March 31st and that means April Fool’s Day is just around the corner. Senior Verge
Reporter Chris Essig finds some of the best pranks folks ‘round Eastern can remember...
By Chris Essig | Senior Verge Reporter
Photo by Eric Hiltner | Photo Editor

When it comes to April Fools’
jokes, some people will go to
great lengths for a laugh.
Paul Stanehart, freshman secondary education and business major remembers pulling a
prank on his brother’s friend.
“Last year when I visited Eastern, my brother,
a few of his friends and I grabbed a whole
bunch of newspapers around campus and separated them out to crumble them up,” said
Stanehart. “We then filled a friend of my brother’s – who was gone for the weekend - dorm
room up to the top with the papers. There was
maybe a foot between the top of the newspapers and the ceiling. Then we bagged all the
newspapers and blocked the entire hallway
with the trash bags full of newspapers.”
April Fools’ Day is a day so synonymous
with pranks, but usually the victim never sees
them coming. Cassandra Grabowski, freshman
music education major recalls getting an idea
to prank her friend from a past experience.
“We were in Meijer one time and my friend
Julie was joking around and was like ‘hey you

guys should pitch in and get me this dancing
Santa for Christmas,’” Grabowski said.
That April Fools’ Day, Cassandra and her
friends – not including Julie - bought it.
Somehow it was still in stock. They put the box
in a secluded parking lot and one of
Cassandra’s friends drove around the neighborhood with Julie until they noticed it.
“We pull up to the box, get out and check
the box, and [the driver] immediately gets
back in the car and locks the doors,”
Grabowski said. “He drives away, stranding
Julie in the parking lot with the random box.
Then, she finally looked at what it was. Jessica
and I were hiding behind a dumpster.”
Julie was about a half an hour from her
house. Walking home with a dancing Santa
upset her, to say the least, until she realized
what day it was.
April Fools’ jokes have been around for as
long as most people can remember and are
perfect for the college atmosphere.
“When I was a student at Eastern, this
friend and I went to this sorority house right on
9th street and taped a paper towel tube full of
flour on top of the back door,” said Doug
Lawhead, journalism professor.
Lawhead devised it - with some string and

paper towels - to dispense the flour in the
paper towel tube onto the individual below.
“We were hiding down the street and the
house’s mom walked out. The half-cup of flour
nailed her square on the head,” Lawhead
said.
Some teachers even turn the tables on students.
“Last year I got a bunch of scantrons, a
whole pile of fake tests and set up everything
like it was an exam day,” said Kathreen Ryan,
music professor. “The students got the picture
and went crazy. Some people were getting
nasty and in my face about it. When I got
things simmered down and settled, I informed
that it was an April Fools’ joke.”
But there will always been room for the simpler, less complicated April Fools’ jokes.
“One year I laid down on a road covered
in fake blood. When a car stopped I got up,
screamed, and took off down the road,” said
Jordan Bubank, freshman European history
major.
And then there are some that just aren’t
funny – or even a joke at all.
“I’ve been dumped twice on April Fools’
Day,” said Carl, who wished to remain anonymous to save some embarrassment.
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Some pranks just go too far...
OF THE
VERGE WEEKEND
HE SAID/SHE SAID/IT SAID
ON
THE

BY DAVID THILL

BY HOLLY MOHR

VERGE EDITOR

Let’s be frank. Well, I’ll be David. You can be Frank.
Anyway, nobody likes to play the fool. But every year,
without fail, it seems my friends are able to find a way to
make me play the part over and over and over and over
again, it would seem.
Each year, when the first day of April rolls around, it’s
as though people’s conscience takes a sick day and the
devil on everyone’s shoulder decides to pull double
duty.
We have all pulled our share of pranks. Anyone who
tries to tell me they haven’t hurled some toilet paper high
in the air, left a whoopee cushion on someone’s seat or
firmly planted some bologna on an unsuspecting victim’s
car is just a liar.
In my book though, the most heinous and annoying
prank that anyone can pull is the old “Ex-Lax in the chocolate milk routine.”
I say this having both successfully and unsuccessfully
mastered this stint many times. During high school, I couldn’t find anything funnier than making someone unknowingly have to leap up from their desk and pull a 100-meter
dash for the bathroom.
And if they didn’t make it, then it was even better. Not
only would they have to live through the shame of public
persecution, but they then also had to run home and
change their underpants. Classic.
Now some of you may try to tell me that this prank is
both juvenile and hurtful. And to you I say, “You are damn
right it is.” And that is what makes it so damn funny.
Too often on April Fools’ Day people try to one-up
each other. People try too hard just to pull off the ultimate prank. This takes too much thought and way too
much effort. And for what? One prank. One big,
grandiose prank.
Personally, I am more a fan of quantity over quality. And
while putting a laxative in someone’s beverage isn’t that difficult to think of or even hard to pull off, it is extremely
rewarding, especially if you happen to be around the person once the “bomb goes off.”
Fun. Easy. And relentlessly annoying and upsetting. This
has always been the most troublesome prank in my book.
But I digress. And now that I think of it, my Pepsi tastes
kind of weird.
Oh no. Thwarted by my own practical joke! Make way!!!

ENOUGH WITH THE TOILET
PAPER, ALREADY!

A PREGNANCY PRANK=
PURE PANIC

EX-LAX PRANK EXTRAVAGANZA!

BY WILL O. TREE

ASSOCIATE VERGE EDITOR

Nothing is more annoying than having to explain to my
parents every year how I am not pregnant.
My-so-called best friends seem to think calling my parents every April Fools’ Day and giving them the impression I’m pregnant is an awesome prank to do to me.
Now one would think that my mom and dad would
catch on, but my friends create a new way to “break
the news” each year.
Let me take you back to the year 2000. April Fools’
Day and my friend Abby calls my mom’s house and
leaves the following message on the answering machine:
“Hi! This is Heidi from Planned Parenthood and I need
Holly to give me a call back.” Note that I was 16 and
growing up in a strict Baptist family.
My mom dragged me out of cheerleading practice
yelling and sobbing after she heard the message. I,
oblivious to the prank, didn’t have a clue as to what
was going on considering I was still a virgin, until
Abby had heard of the embarrassment I suffered at
practice and called me screaming “April Fools!” It took
me awhile to calm my mom down and I had to suffer
through a sex talk given by my dad. I got her back by
using the classic “your porno is overdue at Family
Video.”
Then, who could forget the great April Fools’ Day of
2003?
I was attending a small private Baptist college when my
friend Katie and I were walking out of chapel (a church
service everyone attended three times a week) when she
dropped a sonogram right in front of me and picked it up
and announced loudly “Holly you dropped this.” When I
went to grab it she dropped it again and a professor
picked it up for me.
He looked at it and gave it to me. Later that day I
was approached about the college’s regulations on
out-of-marriage pregnancies. I had to explain to them
and my parents who had been called that it was a
prank pulled on me.
April Fools’ Day of 2005 wasn’t any better. My friend
Tracey called my mom crying, telling her how I was pregnant. The baby supplies that had been placed in my room
further convinced her. And the cycle went on…
When I actually am pregnant, it’ll take the delivery to
prove it’s not a prank.
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I’m pretty content most of the year.
Obviously there are some seasons I like better than others, but for the most part I can handle any type of weather you can throw at me. But there are a couple of days
in the year that I just can’t stand.
April Fools’ Day is one of them.
Of course, I don’t have access to a calendar, so I
usually have to guess what day it is. If I wake up one
morning and I’m covered in toilet paper, I can guess
that it’s either April Fools’ Day, Halloween or some
day of celebration for the people who’s property I’m
on.
Why is it that humans prank each other by throwing
toilet paper on trees? How is that a prank between two
humans? If you want to prank a human, maybe you
should throw some toilet paper on that human instead of
his or her tree. If you’re going to throw toilet paper on
something, at least choose something that has the ability
to defend itself.
It’s extremely cocky for a human to cover me in toilet
paper and laugh the whole time because I can’t do anything to stop them. These are the reasons that weeping
willows exist.
It’s especially irritating on April Fools’ Day because
April is when I’m just starting to grow my leaves back.
And don’t tell me you’re throwing toilet paper at me to
give me some because that doesn’t make any sense.
We trees don’t need toilet paper because we don’t have
to wipe, so there’s no reason to give us any.
Just because we are solid objects that don’t move people tend to think that it doesn’t hurt us when toilet paper,
eggs or other small objects are thrown at us, but I assure
you, it does. It hurts a great deal. It hurts us physically,
but especially emotionally.
Imagine if you humans had objects thrown at you and
you couldn’t do anything about it.
The best defense I have is loading the ground with
leaves that humans have to sweep up. I have to admit, it
makes me happy when someone carves their name in
me or staples a piece of paper on me and then later
they have to rake up my leaves. It’s the only way I can
get revenge.
So enough is enough. Keep your toilet paper where it
belongs: stuck to your shoe!
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Northern Illinois U. museum recognizes different mediums
S TUDENTS USE ABSTRACT ITEMS T O CREATE ART FOR EXHIBITS
By Kenneth Lowe

N ORTHERN S TAR (N ORTHERN I LLINOIS U.)

DEKALB, Ill. - Laffy Taffy wrappers, superhero costumes and Disney characters all
came together in Altgeld Hall Tuesday night.
Altgeld Hall's Art Museum presented the
opening of three art exhibits. "Shot In The
Arm" and "POP!" opened alongside a collection of books contributed by Adrian Tio,
director of the Northern Illinois University
School of Art.
Artists joined students in viewing the various pieces, which featured a wide variety
of fiber media.
"I love openings in school settings," said
Judith Brotman, whose artwork was presented in "POP!" "I think it's a pleasure to have
students [present] and an active art department."
Some pieces included Brotman's "Wish
You Were Here" which was composed of
several postcards with images embroidered
into them.
"A lot of my work is about working with
found objects and images," Brotman said. "I
like collaborating with something that
already exists."
Bonnie Ward Klehr's machine embroidered piece "One Thousand Words" asked

the question, "What picture is worth a thousand words," and was embroidered in
numerous colors.
"I work first from an idea and I try to figure out how to make it," Klehr said. "The
ideas I had needed to be flexible, and
fibers was [the] perfect [medium]."
Karen Riemer created, among other
pieces, "Laffy Taffy," an embroidery which
took the appearance of a discarded candy
wrapper.
"It's the tension between [trash and cloth]
that I'm after," Riemer said. "There is no
value in trash. Can you transform trash into
something valuable by putting work into it,
is the question."
Students had an opportunity to speak with
the artists at the same time they admired the
pieces.
"You're able to talk to the artists and find
out more than just what you're seeing," said
Michelle Ramirez, a senior fibers major who
helped to present one of the galleries.
The opening provided some art students
with a unique experience. The exhibits gave
some recognition to fibers as an art medium, a medium she feels doesn't get enough
recognition, said junior fibers major Gail
Starke.
"I like seeing the people here, because
when you come alone you don't get other
people's reactions," Starke said.

MTVU putting students in director's chair
P HOTO C OURTSEY

By Nick Paulson

I OWA S TATE D AILY (I OWA S TATE U.)

AMES, Iowa - Student filmmakers from Iowa
State University and across the country will
have a chance to win an MTV golden popcorn bucket.
MTV's college network, mtvU, will be handing out the first "Student Filmmaker Award" at
the June 3 MTV Movie Awards.
Ross Martin, head of programming for
mtvU, said he is excited about the opportunity
the award will give students across the nation.
"Because there are so many talented filmmakers on campuses, we want to give students a national platform for their work,"
Martin said.
Students must submit a portfolio of short films
by April 3.
Scott Beck, junior in communications at the
University of Iowa, won the 2005 mtvU "Best
Film on Campus."
He was awarded a development deal with
MTV and will begin work on a film with MTV
Films shortly.
Beck encouraged others to try and follow
his path.
"These contests are great because they give
students opportunities that would be hard to
get otherwise," Beck said.

"You can really get your foot in the door of
a highly competitive industry."
This year's winner will receive a development deal guaranteeing funding for a shortform content film, as well as having their films
exhibited to a massive audience online and
on mtvU Uber, the network's broadband channel.
Anders Holine, freshman in art and design,
won the ISU "Res Film Fest" this year and is
considering entering the mtvU contest, said
there are more benefits than just the prize
package.
"It gives you confidence in your ability and
makes you want to make more films," Holine
said.
Beck agreed, saying it has been a huge
boost to him and his work to know that other
students respect what he is doing.
Senior executives from mtvU will announce
five candidates around April 11. Once the
contestants are narrowed down, the final winner is chosen online by student voters.
The award will become a regular category
for the MTV Movie Award show.
Holine and Beck agree that it is tough as a
student to find the time and money to put
together films, and winning a contest can
help.
"[The contests] can help springboard your

OF
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career, helping you to find budgets and
money," Holine said.
MtvU has been making an effort to expose
talented students across the nation with several
contests, including best band, best comic and
best animation.
Martin said the purpose of the contests is to
make mtvU a launching pad for student talent.
"We want to be an incubator, discovering
talent and blowing it out on air through these
contests," Martin said.
Although Iowa State currently isn't an affiliate of mtvU, ISU students can enter the
"Student Filmmaker Award" contest, but may
run into problems trying to participate in future
contests.
"For this contest you don't have to be an
mtvU affiliate, but for about 98 percent of our
contests you do," said Jason Rzepka, manager
of communications for mtvU.
Adding mtvU to a campus is free of charge
and can open a large window of opportunities for a student body. Rzepka said anyone
interested in bringing mtvU to the ISU campus
should talk with the ISU administration and
then contact mtvU.
For instructions on how to submit videos for
the "Student Filmmaker Award," log on to
www.mtvu.com/contests and click the student
filmmakers link.
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HAPPY APRIL FOOL’S DAY, LOSER

Guy at bar swears friends are coming
By Guy Incognito
Non-truth Editor

Inept Bush
causes White
House fire

F RANKENBERRY /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

This is obviously a fake story. Happy
April Fool’s Day!

Eastern student Jim Bale occupied a
booth all to himself at Marty’s Friday night
around 11 p.m. while the whole time
swearing that his friends were on the way.
Bale, who was clutching a Miller Lite
while peeling away its label, seemed fairly
confident.
“Oh, this always happens. They tell me
that they’ll be at a bar by a certain time.
So I try my best to end up being fashionably late, but in doing so I still show up
earlier then them,” Bale said.
Others were not so sure.
“It’s way too damn crowded here to
begin with and all I want to do is sit down
for a second. I’m sweating my ass off and
that guy has been taking a booth up all to
himself for the past half hour. What
friends, no one is coming buddy,” said student Mike Walter.
Arthur Bodes, a student who appeared
to be even more inebriated, was even
more put-out by Bale.
“Dude, I swear. If that guy doesn’t get
up or his friends get here in like two seconds, then I’m going to whoop his ass.
For now I’m just going to stare that dude
down,” Bodes said while slurring his
words.
According to bartender Jenny Thoren,
Bale had arrived around 10:45 p.m.

C ARL B RUTANANADILEWSKI /THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Dude gets ditched at the bar. I kind of feel bad for him, but then again, he is wearing a Misfits shirt.
Who actually likes the Misfits? Honestly. I bet he likes Zwan, too. He makes me sick.
“He seemed very uncomfortable when
he arrived. I saw him circle the place at
least five times before getting a beer and
grabbing the booth,” said Thoren.
Around 11:15 p.m. Bale was seen shifting his head from the entrance to his cell
phone while trying to avoid all the glares.
“I just called them. They didn’t pick up.
So that must mean that they are just about
here. I swear they’re coming, they’ve got
to be” Bale said as he successfully

removed the last Miller Lite label. “I’d go
get another beer, but I don’t want to lose
the booth and the kid who is staring at me
is really starting to freak me out,” said
Bale.
By 11:30 p.m., Bale was seen heading
for the exit and talking on his cell phone.
“It turns out that they have been at Stix
since about 10:30 p.m.,” said Bale as he
took a deep breath and paused. “I really
hate my friends.”

By Erik the Red

S PECIAL W HITE H OUSE C ORRESPONDENT

A fire broke out in the White
House today when President Bush
misunderstood the use of a common
kitchen appliance.
Sources close to the White House
staff disclosed the cause of the fire
to On the Verge. According to
Possum Jenkins, a cook’s assistant
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, the President entered the
kitchen at around 3 a.m. Thursday
morning rambling about the guest list
of a GOP fund raiser he wanted to
fax to his head hatchet man, Karl
Rove.
Jenkins said he told the President
to call the White House tech support
staff, to which he replied, “Oh, I’ve
dealt with that brain trust before and
been burned. Not this time. I go
through you now.”
The President then grabbed a
toaster and asked Jenkins how to
turn on the “double secret probation
encryption.” Jenkins said this confused him, but he assumed it was
some sort of “red phone nuclear
code” that he was not meant to
understand so he handed over the
toaster without further protest.
The President, a recovering alcoholic, then turned the toaster to the
“bagel” setting and began stuffing
documents into the openings meant
for toast.
Moments later the toaster began
smoking and the building’s fire countermeasures were activated. The
White House was evacuated during
the next two hours, though Jenkins
had put the fire out with an extinguisher within minutes.
White House Press Secretary Scott
McClellan said later at a press conference that his staff is looking into
training the President on how to use
e-mail to avoid future mishaps.

Hulk smash! Mutant rats!

P ETER PARKER /THE DAILY BUGLE

Bruce Banner on ‘roids and anger. Keep in mind, everything on this page is entirely fabricated.

John Galt
F ALSITY

EDITOR

The higher-ups in Eastern’s administration have undergone a little reshuffling of
the deck so to speak.
Eastern President Lou Hencken has
been replaced on accusations of being
“too soft” on the mutant rat population on
campus, currently occupying the basement. of Old Main and the campus
sewer systems.
“They have a right to live too, and they
were very nice to me,” he said in a resignation letter. “I was even invited in for
tea, which while the tea was inexcusably
sub-par, the scones were top-notch.”

Known by some as “Smooth Ole’ Lou,”
some students and faculty members have
become fed-up with the mutant infestation
and Hencken’s policy of “tolerance and
diplomacy” when dealing with the rogue
group.
“I think the man is incapable of saying
anything mean or dispiriting,” Jaundice
Clams, a junior world domination major
said. “He’s a really nice guy, but there
are limits.”
Some would argue there has been
some progress in the negotiations with the
mutant rats, who call themselves TAINT,
“Tender Animals Invest Nobody’s T-Bills”
and run a boiler room stock and bond
operation out of the boiler room.

Negotiators from TAINT have agreed to
allow building service workers access to
the basement on alternating Thursdays,
but beyond that, “We absolutely will not
budge,” Bichos Rattas, a top TAINT member, said.
In an effort to fight a tougher battle
against TAINT, a presidential search committee has chosen Bruce Banner, aka the
Incredible Hulk, to replace Hencken and
Eastern’s top administrator.
“I am really excited about the opportunity to take on those filthy mutants and
lead the great academic traditions of this
institutions,” Banner said. “But whatever
you do, don’t make me angry. You
wouldn’t like me when I’m angry.”

